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CEDS Indicators: Geography 
 
Indicator:   Census Statistical Areas  
 
Measure:   Designation of Statistical Areas 
 
Baseline:   Current Designations 
 
Data source:   U.S. Office of Management and Budget 
 
Frequency of review: Annual 
 
Census Statistical Areas provide a rough indication of the relative population intensity and 
relationships of geographic areas while also indicating their status with regard to the Census 
Bureau’s reporting protocol and the applicability of other Federal programs.  Over time, the 
inclusion or exclusion of an area may indicate significant changes in population growth and/or 
commuting patterns.  Current designations are metropolitan statistical areas, micropolitan 
statistical areas, combined statistical areas which may include multiple metropolitan and/or 
micropolitan areas, and other undesignated areas.  There are currently twelve metropolitan areas, 
thirteen micropolitan areas and seven combined areas in the State of Alabama 
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Designated Statistical Areas by Region 
 

Region Counties 
in Region 

Metropolitan 
Counties 

Micropolitan 
Counties 

Counties in a 
Designated 

Statistical Area 

 
% of Counties 

in a Designated 
Statistical Area 

 

Region 1 5 2 0 2 40.0% 

Region 2 7 4 0 4 57.1% 

Region 3 6 6 0 6 100.0% 

Region 4 10 2 4 6 60.0% 

Region 5 6 1 2 3 50.0% 

Region 6 10 0 1 1 10.0% 

Region 7 7 3 3 6 85.7% 

Region 8 3 1 1 2 66.7% 

Region 9 3 3 0 3 100.0% 

Region 10 2 2 0 2 100.0% 

Region 11 3 2 1 3 100.0% 

Region 12 5 2 3 5 100.0% 
 
Source:  U.S. Office of Management and Budget, OMB Bulletin No. 09-01, November 20, 2008.  Regional Tabulations prepared by 
South Central Alabama Development Commission, March 2010. 
 
 

 
 
Source:  U.S. Office of Management and Budget, OMB Bulletin No. 09-01, November 20, 2008.  Regional Tabulations prepared by 
South Central Alabama Development Commission, March 2010. 
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Counties Included in a Designated Statistical Area 
 

Metropolitan Statistical Areas Micropolitan Areas 
 

Combined Statistical 
Areas 
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Autauga          Y                     Y 
Baldwin               Y               Y  
Barbour                 Y               
Bibb   Y                       Y      
Blount   Y                       Y      
Bullock                                
Butler                                
Calhoun Y                               
Chambers                        Y Y       
Cherokee                                
Chilton   Y                       Y      
Choctaw                                
Clarke                                
Clay                                
Cleburne                                
Coffee                Y            Y    
Colbert      Y                          
Conecuh                                
Coosa             Y                  Y 
Covington                                
Crenshaw                                
Cullman              Y            Y      
Dale                Y            Y    
Dallas                    Y            
DeKalb                  Y              
Elmore          Y                     Y 
Escambia                                
Etowah       Y                         
Fayette                                
Franklin                                
Geneva     Y                       Y    
Greene           Y                     
Hale           Y                     
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Metropolitan Statistical Areas Micropolitan Areas 

 
Combined Statistical  

Areas 
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Henry     Y                       Y    
Houston     Y                       Y    
Jackson                   Y             
Jefferson   Y                       Y      
Lamar                                
Lauderdale      Y                          
Lawrence    Y                         Y   
Lee  Y                         Y     
Limestone        Y                     Y   
Lowndes          Y                     Y 
Macon                       Y    Y     
Madison        Y                     Y   
Marengo                                
Marion                                
Marshall            Y                    
Mobile         Y                     Y  
Monroe                                
Montgomery          Y                     Y 
Morgan    Y                         Y   
Perry                                
Pickens                                
Pike                      Y          
Randolph                                
Russell  Y                         Y     
St. Clair   Y                       Y      
Shelby   Y                       Y      
Sumter                                
Talladega                     Y           
Tallapoosa             Y                  Y 
Tuscaloosa           Y                     
Walker   Y                       Y      
Washington                                
Wilcox                                
Winston                                

 
Source:  U.S. Office of Management and Budget, OMB Bulletin No. 09-01, November 20, 2008. 
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